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RAW Missions: Christmas Newsletter 2005
Reaching out with God’s RAW Love, RAW Power, and RAW Truth

We wish you the most blessed and happy New Year! 

May the desires of your heart come to pass in 2006!
2005

What a year 2005 has proved to be for RAW Missions!!

A year when we launched out on new projects; saw so much fruit from our efforts; joined hands with many ministries with similar visions; and were overwhelmed at the goodness of God, and the wonderful people (YOU!) He has brought alongside to help get the work done here in Tanzania!

Here are some highlights from December, which really sum up what the whole year has been about here in Tanzania…

Seeway Tengeru House…


The boys on Christmas Day wearing their new shirts and jeans!

L-R Kanuti, Yeshua, Pascali, Alex
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We now have 4 boys in the house – Kanuti joined the house at the end of September.  His Dad is retarded and is unable to care for his son.  Kanuti had run away from home as he wanted to be in school, but his Dad beat him for attending school.  He thrives in the house and his new school. 

We gave the boys a Christmas party like they had never known.  After a huge BBQ lunch, they 

received so many gifts - jeans, shirts, toy cars, candy etc etc.  They literally laughed and laughed with joy as they opened their gifts!

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image14.jpg]



Please keep Pascali in your prayers.  He has many emotional problems, and is unable to voice them.  

He has a habit of running away, back to the streets, rather than face up to his problems.  We pray that time and love will heal the hurts in his heart and help him to trust us more so he can open up and learn to share his problems, so we can help him. 

Baptism…
Kanuti and Ramadhan were both baptised during December, at HFCC!

Ramadhan wanted to change his name from his Islamic name to a Christian name.  He is now called Yeshua (Kiswahili version of Joshua). 
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Sagara Bible School…

After 150 hours of videos, 40 exams, and 500 pages of notes to read, our 34 students completed their Bible diploma in December!  The last week of school was tremendous!  The students felt such a sense of excitement, achievement and release, fully prepared to do the work they have been called to!
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final videos…
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Students Peter and Lois had a healthy baby girl on December 1st!  They named the baby Wendy!!

The journey to Sagara from Arusha each month has been arduous, and physically wearing on both our bodies and our truck.   Seven hours each way along incredibly awful unpaved pot-holed track.  Ouch!  But…worth every minute for the friends we have made, and the impact the teachings have made on the pastor students and the local villagers.
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Being presented with a bow & arrows by a local Sagara soccer team!

We will return towards the end of January for the Diploma Graduation ceremony…then again later in the year to assist Pastor Mnyawi to begin running the school himself. 

HFCC Street Kids Christmas Bash!!

The week before Christmas the HFCC Street Outreach held a party for 30 children.  
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These kids all come from impoverished families, and spend their days begging on the streets for food and money.  We gave gifts to benefit the entire family: rice, laundry soap, tea, candy, and balloons.  
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Our Seeway boys served the food, soda, and gave out the gifts.
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supervising food distribution!
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the soda is as big as she is…!

We showed them a Christian movie too.  We all had a great time   celebrating the birth of Christ together.  

Other News…

Elephants on the rampage…!

Many regions of Tanzania are suffering inadequate rain. Food is in short supply in these areas, not only for the human population, but also the animals. 

Elephants from Manyara region (about 2.5 hours from here) have been straying away from their normal habitat in Manyara national park and are wandering into local villages, and breaking into villagers’ grain stores to get food.  

Elephants are dangerous animals, and the villagers have had to call in expert help to try and stem the damage being caused by these hungry beasts.  

At home we think mice are a pest…!
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